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Introduction
“What is this report?”
This is the first annual report on a tithing survey taken in the subreddit /r/Exmormon.
Numbers were gathered by all those who participated. People of many different ages,
genders, and church membership statuses took part in contributing to this report.
There were 299 total respondents, who answered questions such as “Do you still pay
tithing to the LDS Church?” For whatever reason, through faith journeys or differences
in personal beliefs, a vast number of people have stopped paying tithes to the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. This report is a compilation of numbers and
statistics based on the survey. Several questions were edited for clarity after the survey
was published but the meaning of the question remains the same.

“… the LDS Church is likely worth $40 billion today and
collects up to $8 billion in tithing each year.”
-Business Week, 2012 [1]

This survey and report were compiled by a volunteer. This report in no way presents or
represents a true and accurate number of the amounts of money of /r/ExMormon
finances. This is only a collection of answers based on the sample size of the 299
respondents. The link the original Reddit post is found here:
https://www.reddit.com/r/exmormon/comments/cb143d/2019_rexmormon_tithing_s
urvey_how_much_money_is/ [2]
Any persons pictured on the cover of this are purely coincidental and have no
connection to the numbers listed in the report. Photos for the cover were taken from
the public subreddit /r/exmo_selfies.
"And now if there be fault, it be the mistake of men; wherefore condemn not the things of /r/ExMormon.”
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Questions About You
“What is your relationship with the church?”
The following questions gathered the demographics and church
membership statuses of the respondents. This helped determine
how valuable the tithes were to individual members.
Q1: My church status is:
299 Responses
Q2: What is your age?
177 Responses
Q3: How long have you been a member of the church?
178 Responses
Q4: Are you a convert to the church?
170 Responses
Q5: Do you still pay tithing to the LDS church?
298 Responses
Q6: Do you still pay tithes to any non-LDS church?
297 Responses
Q7: Do you donate any portion of your income to charity on a regular basis?
298 Responses
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Questions About Money
“How much money are you giving to the church?”
The questions in this section ask about each respondent’s finances
in regard to the amount of tithing they are paying to the church, or
rather, how much they are not paying to the church.
Q1: At my current salary, I would be paying this amount yearly if I still paid tithing:
284 Responses
Q2: At my current salary, I would be paying this amount per paycheck if I still paid
tithing:
249 Responses
Q3: The most money I have ever given to the church in tithing (at one time) is:
236 Responses
Q4: In my lifetime, I have roughly given this much money in tithing to the LDS church:
238 Responses
Q5: The most money I have ever donated to the church in ways other than tithing is:
200 Responses
Q6: Do you still pay tithes to any non-LDS church?
297 Responses
Q7 Did you or your family finance your mission?
168 Responses
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Questions About Your Family
“Is anyone in your family still paying tithing?”
These questions were to help understand the amount of money
that family units were paying to the church.
Q1: I am in a mixed-faith marriage:
290 Responses
Q2: The amount of tithing my spouse or significant other still pays to the church
yearly is:
201 Responses
Q3: Does anyone in your nuclear family pay tithing?
278 Responses

Participants were instructed to answer the following questions
only if they are currently paying tithing:
This additional section was added after the survey had been
published.
Q1: I am currently paying this much yearly to the church in tithing:
23 Responses
Q2: I am currently paying this much per paycheck to the church in tithing:
21 Responses
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You, Question 1

Out of nearly 300 respondents, 159 (53.2%) are inactive, nonbelieving members. Of the remaining, 80 (26.7%) of these
respondents had resigned and were non-believers and the other
large part are 55 (18.4%) active, non-believers.
Only two people responded as being active, believing members. Of the two, one of
those no longer pays tithes to the LDS church or any other church. This person says at
their current pay, they would be paying £4,000 (nearly $5,000 USD) in tithes yearly and
£275 ($343.49 USD) per paycheck. This figure is of particular interest as this
respondent stated that they are in a mixed-faith marriage where their spouse no
longer pays tithing to the church.
Two of the respondents are currently under church discipline, one believer and the
other non-believing. The believer no longer pays tithes to the LDS church, but still
donates or tithes to other organizations. The believer would be paying $4,000 yearly or
$100 per paycheck. In contrast, the non-believer no longer pays tithes to the LDS
church but donates to non-LDS organizations for tax reasons only. This respondent
would currently be paying $11,000 yearly to the LDS church or $600 per paycheck if
they still paid tithes.
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You, Question 2

The majority of respondents were between the ages of 26 and 35.
The second largest group contains the respondents who are
between the ages of 36 and 64. Millennials are the largest group
of respondents who don’t pay tithing.
In the 8-17 age range there are 2 respondents who would be paying tithing if they still
paid. One of them reported that they would be paying $500 yearly and they other
reported that they would be paying over $1,500 yearly.
In the 18-25 age range there were 18 respondents who would be paying tithing if they
still paid. The total amount paid would be $102,705.77 and the average amount per
person would be $5,705.87. The largest amount in this age range was above $40,000
per year.
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You, Question 3

Of the 178 respondents who took this survey, most of them (154
at 86.5%) had been members of the church for over 20 years. For
this sample, it represents a total of over $11,000,000 given to the
church during their lifetimes or an average of $91,000 per person.
Of the next largest percentage of 10.1% or 18 people, they were members of the
church for anywhere from 11 to 19 years. The total amount that this population
represents is over $113,000 and the average amount of tithes paid per person was just
over $8,000.
Only one respondent has been a member of the church for less than a year. This
person is aged ranged from 18-25 and does not pay tithes to the LDS church. In this
time, the respondent has given $750 to the LDS church. They also have no nuclear
family members who give tithes to the church.
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You, Question 4

Out of 170 responses, 153 (90%) respondents indicated that they
were born into the church. The remaining 17 (10%) reported that
they are converts.
The level of dedication in paying tithes and donations between converts and those
born into the church remains about the same. It doesn’t appear that converts pay any
more or less than those born into the church. It is worth noting that there were many
more converts to the church who did not serve missions than there were those that
did.
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You, Question 5

283 (95%) of the 298 respondents declared that they no longer
pay tithes to the LDS church. 8 (2.7%) of the respondents said they
sometimes pay tithing and 7 (2.3%) said they still currently pay
tithing.
Of those that still pay tithing, only one is an active believer and five of them are active,
non-believers. The active, believer’s spouse does not pay tithing as they are in a mixedfaith marriage. The active non-believers still pay a total of over $43,000 yearly to the
church. It is important to note that of these five that are active, non-believers, only
two of them are in mixed-faith marriages though four of them have people in their
immediate, nuclear family that still pay tithes.
There are eight people who said they pay tithes every now and then and all of them
are active, non-believers. Of these eight, four are in mixed faith marriages. These
respondents pay around $4,250 in tithing yearly.
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You, Question 6

An outstanding number of respondents who participated in this
survey reported that they no longer paid tithes to any church. Of
the 297 respondents, there were 290 (97%.6) so said they no
longer pay tithes to any church.
This figure will not be surprising to most. The LDS church teaches the doctrine of the
“one true church” of God, meaning all other churches are not of God, and that the LDS
church is the only church wherein mankind can find salvation. After someone leaves
the LDS church, they are already mentally prepared to reject any other church. A small
percentage of those who leave the LDS church rejoin another church. This is probably
the reason why so little of the respondents currently pay tithes to the church.
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You, Question 7

Although it appears that the overwhelming majority of those who
leave the church do not pay tithes, that doesn’t mean that they
don’t still donate to charity.
According to one source, 55.5% of Americans gave to charities in 2014 and the average
amount given per family was just over $2,500[3]. Of the respondents who said they said
they still donate a portion of their income to charity or other organizations, the
average amount of tithing not paid was just over $13,300. That number does not
reflect how much respondent gave to charities, but it does show how much each
respondent would have paid in tithing were they still paying. That is $10,800 more per
person than the national average.
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Money, Question 1
At my current salary, I would be paying this amount yearly if I still paid tithing:

The total amount of tithing that is not paid per year is
$4,007,592.01. The total number of respondents who no longer
pay tithing is 283 of 299 (94.6%). The highest four amounts paid
are all over $100,00 and total to $900,000.
The above graph is a representation of amounts paid having outliers above $100,000
removed for clearer viewing. Of the 283 who no longer pay tithing, 11 of the
respondents did not provide an amount of tithing not paid. The four active, nonbelievers who still pay tithing pay a total of $56,500. The average amount paid per
year is around $10,000. There were 284 responses to this question.
Three of the respondents who no longer pay tithing use pounds as currency and would
have paid £8,000 (or just over $9,880 USD), or an average of around £,2666 each
($3,297 USD). To put that in context, a one bedroom flat in London costs £1,686 per
month ($2,085 USD) according to one source[4]. For the next questions, all responses in
pounds or other currency will be converted to USD for simplicity. All responses for
dollar amounts are assumed to be in USD unless otherwise noted.
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Money, Question 2
At my current salary, I would be paying this amount per paycheck if I still paid tithing:

The largest amount of money reported that would be paid per
paycheck if the respondent still paid tithing was over $7,000. The
total amount paid per paycheck would be $148,000, or an average
of $622 per person. The most common amount that people said
they would have donated was $250.
The question of “per paycheck” was chosen because not everyone who took the survey
will be paid on the same pay schedule. This chart for this question looks very similar to
the yearly chart, though no outliers were removed from this chart.
There were 249 responses to this question.
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Money, Question 3
The most money I have ever given to the church in tithing (at one time) is:

Removing outliers less than $100 and more than $50,000, the
average amount that most people have given to the church at one
time is nearly $3,800. This is from a sample size of 200 people.
The most anyone had reported to giving the church at one time was $1,500,000. There
were four respondents who had donations above $100,000 and their donations total
$2,500,000.
There were 236 responses to this question.
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Money, Question 4
In my lifetime, I have roughly given this much money in tithing to the LDS church:
Age Range

Minimum Given

Maximum Given

Average Given

8 to 17 Years

$10

$600

$328

26 to 35 Years

$20

$39,000

$5,489

36 to 64 Years

$150

$1,000,000

$30,920

65+ Years

$300

$1,700,000

$111,264

It isn’t surprising to see the age range correspond to the amount
given in the numbers above. What is surprising is seeing the
increase in amounts over time.
Outliers over $1,000,000 have been removed from the “Average Given” column only as
not to skew the numbers higher than they are supposed to be. In a larger sample size,
these amounts would still be included. There were three respondents who gave over
1,000,000 who did not give their ages. Their donations totaled $9,200,000.
There were 238 responses to this question.
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Money, Question 5
The most money I have ever given to the church in tithing (at one time) is:

Removing outliers less than $100 and more than $50,000, the
average amount that most people have given to the church at one
time is nearly $3,800. This is from a sample size of 200 people.
The most anyone had reported to giving the church at one time was $1,500,000. There
were four respondents who had donations above $100,000 and their donations total
$2,500,000.
There were 236 responses to this question.
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Money, Question 6
The most money I have ever donated to the church in ways other than tithing is:

Removing outliers less than $100 and more than $50,000, the
average amount that most people have given to the church at one
time is nearly $3,800. This is from a sample size of 200 people.
The most anyone had reported to giving the church at one time was $1,500,000. There
were four respondents who had donations above $100,000 and their donations total
$2,500,000.
There were 236 responses to this question.
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Money, Question 7

Just over half of respondents reported that they or their families
paid for their missions. Just 11 (6.5%) of the respondents did not
pay for their own missions, 12 (7.1%) partially paid for their
missions.
With 83 respondents at $10,000 per mission, the church brings in $830,000. According
to the 2018 Statistical Report for 2019 April Conference, there were 65,137 full-time
missionaries[5]. To put this in perspective, this translates to a total of $651,370,000
gross income for the church. This money is said to go directly to mission expenses.
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Family, Question 1

Just over one fourth (26.6%) of respondents are in a mixed-faith
marriage. Of the 77 respondents who replied “Yes” only 34 of
those have people in their nuclear family that pay tithes.
Of those people, their spouse or other family member pays a total of $97,441 yearly
and an average of $2,865.91. One person reported that her husband pays 5% to the
church and they pay 5% to whatever charity she wants.
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Family, Question 2*

Just over two thirds (67.3%) of respondents reported that no one
in their immediate family pays tithes.
Of the 91 respondents who have someone in their family paying tithing, only 34 of
them are in mixed faith relationships. Of those 34 in mixed faith marriages, 31 of the
34 respondents reported that their spouses still pay tithes. The total amount tithing
still paid by the spouses of these of these 31 respondents is $194,882. The average
amount is $6,286.52 per person.

*For the sake of transparency, questions 2 and 3 have been combined as question 2
was meant as a data gathering supplement to questions 1 and 3.
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Misc, Question 1**
I am currently paying this much yearly to the church in tithing:

Out of 299 respondents who took this survey, only 11 of them
reported that they still pay tithing. One of the respondents
reported to be an active, believing member, while the others said
they are active, non-believing members.
The total amount of tithing still paid by the active, non-believing members is $56,670
yearly or an average of $5,151.80 per person. There were 6 people in this category
who have nuclear family members who currently pay tithing and this amount totals
$13,720 or an average of $1,524.44 per family member.

**Misc. Questions 1 and 2 do not have charts.
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Misc, Question 2
I am currently paying this much per paycheck to the church in tithing:

Only 8 of the 11 people who pay tithing yearly reported paying on
every paycheck. All but one of them were active, non-believing
members and the other was an active, believing member of the
church.
Of these respondents, the total paid in tithing every paycheck is reported to be
$1,733.33, which is an average of $216 paid on every paycheck. Of the 8 respondents,
only 4 of them are in a mixed-faith marriage.
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